The logical conclusion, he says, is that although surveillance is needed in temperate countries in the Southern Hemisphere during the upcoming flu season, deep sampling of tropical regions would be even more helpful. "But unsurprisingly, surveillance has historically been best in rich countries" that tend to be in temperate latitudes, he says.
On 22 May, Margaret Chan, director-general of the WHO, told the annual meeting of the World Health Assembly -the agency's supreme decision-making body -that nations must unite to help poor countries in the Southern Hemisphere implement control measures. "I strongly urge you to look closely at anything and everything we can do, collectively, " she said, " to protect developing countries from, once again, bearing the brunt of a global contagion. "
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